Oxford and its^Story

work and honours to make him forget the University
which had given him his start in life. In 1510 he
took his degree of Bachelor of Divinity.

By the University the need for the codification of
its statutes, and the unification of the mass of obscure
customs and contradictory ordinances of which they
were by this time composed, had long been felt.
Some efforts had indeed already (1518) been made
in this direction, but they had come to nothing.
Graduates who swore to obey the statutes now found
themselves in the awkward position of being really
unable to find their way through the labyrinth of
confused and contradictory enactments.

Now it happened that an outbreak of the sweating
sickness in 1517 drove the King and his court from
London to Abingdon. Queen Catherine availed
herself of the opportunity to pay a visit to Oxford,
to dine at Merton and to worship at the shrine of
S. Frideswide, whilst Wolsey, who escorted her from
Abingdon, attended a solemn meeting of the graduates
at S. Mary's and informed them of his design to
establish certain daily lectures for the benefit of the
University at large. For this purpose it was necessary
to alter existing regulations. The graduates seized
the opportunity of inviting the Cardinal, their
"Maecenas," whom they even came to address as
** His Majesty," to undertake a complete revision of
their statutes. In so doing they disregarded the
wishes of their Chancellor, the Archbishop Warham.
But their action was fruitless, for the Cardinal had
no time to examine and codify the chaotic enactments
of the mediaeval academicians.

It was at Wolsey *s  request that  a  charter  was

granted to the University (1523) which placed the

greater part of the city at its mercy.    It was now

empowered   to   incorporate   any   trade,   whilst   all
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